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Students should not ignore Board

VAR desod (siibedid

exams in favour of lIT-JEE: Sibal

AVEED IQBAL

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 24 .

UNION Minister for Human
Resource  Development
Kapil Sibal on Friday said the
pattern of Indian Institute of
Technology Joint Entrance
Exam (IIT-JEE), 2013, was
being changed so that “stu-
dents do not get away from
school scholastic system”.

“An aberration has oc-
curred between those who
can afford to go for coaching
for IIT-JEE and brilliant
students who can’t afford
to compete with them,”
Sibal said.

According to the new
scheme being finalised, 40
per cent marks will be based
on the school board exam re-
sults. The move will ensure
that students pay equal atten-

" tion to Board exams while

_preparing for JEE. Sibal said

there will be fwo exams for
ITT-JEE — the Main Fxam,
which will quiz students on
their knowledge of Physics,
Chemistry and Mathematics,
and the Advanced Exam to
assess the depth of learning of
acandidate.

The minister was speak-
ing ata function in IIT-Delhi
to mark the e¢nd of the
Golden Jubilee Celebrations

“ An aberration
has occurred between

‘those who can afford

to go for coaching for

NIT-JEE and those who

can’t afford to
compete with them

KAPIL SIBAL, ”

Union HRD Minister

Sibal also said the question
papers for IIT-JEE will be set
by IIT faculty so that the
“brand of IT'T is not diluted”.

“As requested by the II'T§,
we are not changing the name
of the examination. We will
continue to call it the Joint
Entrance Exam,” he said.

He announced that the
ministry was considering a
new process for appointing

_of the institute.

directors whcrcm “candi-
dates will be asked to submit
avision for their tenure, and,
once selected, their contri-
bution at the end of their
term will be assessed so asto
increase accountability and
also to make sure that the
system delivers”,
“Although the MHRD
wants to implement the new
changes from 2013, the
states have expressed reser-
vations,” said an official. A
task force headed by IIT-
Kanpur Director Professor
S G Dhande has been
formed to look into the
modalities of setting up the
IIT-JEE scheme. The task
force will have to ensure that
states coordinate the release
of Class XII exam results

. and also work out a system to

equate the Board markson a
40-point scale.
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4.5% reservation
for minorities in
IITs from this year

R. Ravikanth Reddy

HYDERABAD: There is good
news for IIT aspirants from
the minority community, The
IIT-JEE Admission Commit-
tee has decided to implement
4.5 per cent reservation for
them within the 27 per cent
seats meant for the Other
Backward Classes (OBCs)
from this year.

Those minority candidates
who had submitted the appli-
cation forms online and have
not mentioned their status
can do so on the IIT-JEE
website - http://
jee.itd.ac.in/obcminori-
ty.php — by giving an under-
taking that they have a
minority status and would
submit the certificate before
the exam on April 8.

The undertaking has to be
given to the respective zonal
offices before March 20.

IIT-JEE Chairman G.B.
Reddy said .the application
forms did not carry this in-
formation as this develop-
ment was recent. He asked
the students to submit the
undertaking first and later
submit the certificate to claim
reservation. -

“We are giving enough time
for candidates to secure the
certificate. Non-submission
of certificate will result in
candidates not being consid-
ered for the category as a sep-
arate list will be prepared,” he
said.

“It is for the State govern-
ment to decide who fitsin the
minority category and certif-
icate issued by the tehsildar
concerned will be valid.”

Following the reservation,
around 430 minority candi-
dates are likely to get admis-
sion in the 17 IITs across the

* Students must glve*
. JAndertaking about &
_ their minority .. .
" sta March 20

L

. 4§0 minority .

- candidates are
¢ likely'to benefit *©
o,

country going by last year’s
figure of total 9,500 odd seats.
Professor Reddy said the fi-
nal figure would be available
after March 25, when the IITs
ha‘g’e been asked to submit the-
list: of availability of seats.
Some I1Ts increase the seats
and some others introduce
new programmes. IIT-Hyde-.
rabad has written to the JEE
Chairman that it will start
two new programmes this,
year — Civil Engineering and |
Engineering Science, with 25
seats each. [
So far 5,07,607 applica-.
tions have been received by
the IITs, slight increase from
last year’s figure. But the final -

.number may change as some

candidates have applied in
two zones, while some others
have failed to provide the nec-
essary documents. “We are:
writing to all such candidates
te choose the zone they wish,
to appear in and‘also submit
the documents immediately.
The variation* may neot be:
huge,” Professor Reddy said.
Kanpur zone sawa maxi-
mum applicants this year.,
Madras zone received about!
78,000 appiications. Last
year, Bombay zone received
the maximum applications.
“We have altered the alloca-;
tion of cities, where exam will »
be held, to different zones to,
ensure equal workload,” he,
said. i
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[IT-JEE: 4.5% sub- quota for minorities within
OBC quota

(Hindustan Times (Indore), 25 Feb 2012

NEW DELHI: The IIT admissions will this year have a sub-quota within quota. The 27% seats reserved for the
Other Backward Classes Non- Creamy Layer — OBC (NCL) — will have a subquota of 4.5% for minorities.

This was decided at a meeting of the Joint Admission Board held in Delhi on February 18. A total of 5.07 lakh
candidates have filled in forms for 11T exam this year, of which 1.4 lakh have declared themselves to be of OBC
status.

Confirming this, Organising Chairman of JEE 2012 GB Reddy said the website jee.iitd.ac.in has a scroll
seeking attention of 11T JEE 2012 candidates belonging to OBC (NCL) minority category.

The candidate concerned is requested to submit a declaration/undertaking stating that he belongs to OBC (NCL)
minority category and is entitled to 4.5% of seats reserved exclusively for this category, he said.

The declaration/undertaking should reach the respective zonal 11T before March 20, 2012. The candidate will
have to finally send a certificate authenticating his declaration before April 8.

The JAB meeting had also decided to increase the number of students called for counseling for 1IT-JEE 2012.
The number of general category students, who will be called for 1IT-JEE 2012, will be double the number of
seats in that category. The number of OBC category students will also be twice the number of seats. The
corresponding number for SC/ST and physically disabled categories will be three times the number of seats.

Among other issues that came up for discussion at the JAB meeting was conversion of vacant PD seats and exit
policy after accepting the allotment. The exit policy is a new thing being introduced from 2012 under which a
student can be refunded his payment if he decides to decline the seat and communicates about it before the third
round of counselling.
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States agree in principle to tech test

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 23: The Cen-
tre's proposal for a common
national entrance examina-
tion for engineering colleges
was yesterday: endorsed “in
principle” by the majority of
states.

However, Bengal, Hi-
machal Pradesh, Odisha and
Puducherry sought more time
to study the proposal.

Tamil Nadu, where admis-
sions are based exclusively on
state board results, strongly
opposed the common test.

The Union human re-
source development ministry
has decided to ihtroduce the
common  aptitude-cum-ad-

Bengal seeks time, Tamil Nadu opposes one-exam proposal

vanced knowledge test in 2013
in place of the IIT Joint En-
trance Examination (JEE) and
the All india Engineering En-
trance Examination (AIEEE).

JEE decides admissions to
the 15 IITs, whereas AIEEE is
used by 30 National Institutes
of Technology, four Indian In-
stitutes of Information Tech-
nology and five Indian Insti-
tutes of Science Education
and Research.

The ATIEEE scores are also
used by a number of private
engineering and technical in-
stitutes. Over 101akh students
apply for AIEEE and 5 lakh for
JEE every year.

“A commion test will en-
sure that there is a larger rep-
resentation of students from
ali the states. Admission to
IITs will not just be limited to
students whose parents can af-
ford coaching classes. And,
also; since there is weightage
given to the state board, stu-
dents will pay attention to
school studies, too,” HRD min-
ister Kapil Sibal said.at the
end of a day-leng conference
with state education minis-
ters. Twenty-three ministers
attended the conference,

During admission, 60 per
cent weightage will be given
to the test sgores and 40 per

cent to state board marks.
But if states want a different
weightage for admission to
their institutions they would
be free to do so.

The question papet for the
test will be drafted by IT facul-
ty and the exam will be con-
ducted by CBSE.

The test will be held twice a
year — in April/May-and No-
vember/December.  Sample
papers will be placed in the
public domain from July this
year. Also, a student can re-
peat the exam to improve
scores and the test scores will
be valid for two years.

The exam will have two ele-

Dainik Bhaskar Kota 24.02.2012 P-2

Ui d

ments — an aptitude test to as-
sess scholastic levels and an
advanced section, which a stu-
denit can choose to either con-
tinue with or skip,

After the test, a common
merit list will be prepared
after normalising the marks
scored in different state
boards.

At present, students seek-
ing admission to engineering
courses at the undergraduate
level appear for multiple en-
trance exams. The standards
of these exams vary widely,
and are a burden to students in
terms of time, money and the
stress involved.
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Also, since there is alack of
uniformity in the standards of
all 42 school boards, it was im-
possible to rank students on
an all-India basis.

A student could score high-
er marks in one board com-
pared to another because
of differences in course con-
tent and evaluation guide-
lines.

Although the proposal to
have a common test has
cleared the biggest roadblock
by getting the approval of the
states, it will be placed before
the Central Advisory Board of
Education for clearance. The
Centre hopes the states will
agree to introduce the test
from 2014 in colleges that are
run by them.
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BSNL's tablet
at33250to
rival Aakash

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: BSNL on Friday
announced it would bring
three tablets in partnership
with Pantel, a company based
in Noida. Of the three, the
cheapest one will be sold for
Rs 3,250, afew hundred rupees
more than the commercial
version of Aakash tablet.

The 7-inch tablet — BSNIL,
Penta TPAD IS 701R — is pow-
ered by 1ghz processor and
comes with 256MB RAM. It
has a resistive sereen and
runs on Android operating
software. The tablet will be
sold along with special data
plans and 3G services from
BSNL.

The two other tablets are
priced at Rs 10,999 and Rs
13,500. Both have capacitive
screen, which has better
touch sensitivity These two
tablets are also made by Pan-
tel. Pantel website shows that

the company has started a’

prebooking for all three.
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Pankaj Vohra

@ pvohra@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHY: The HRD ministry is
inadilemma onhow to deal with
the piquant situation that has
arisen due to the ‘arbitrary’ ree-
ommendation of the search and
selection committee for the
appointment; of a full time chair-
man of the University Grants
Commission (UGC),

The three-member selection
group of experts -— Madhav
Menon, Goverdhan Mchta and
K Srinath Reddy — had earli-
er in the week forwarded a two-
member panel for the presti-
gious position, once held by PM

Hindustan Times ND 25/02/2012 P-10

Govt in a dilemma over panel’s pick for UGC chief

UNFAIR? Selection panel by naming only two candidates — one of them facing vigilance probe - has given ministry no choice

Manmohan Singh, The two pan-
elists are former vice chancel-
lor of Hyderabad University
Seyed E Hasnain and director
of Indian Institute of
Management, Bangalore Pankaj
Chandra.

The two were picked up from
alarger panel of five,

Normally, any selection com-
mittee picks a panel of three to
enable the government to make
the final selection. But in this
case, the search committee
deliberately or inadvertently
presented a fait accompli to the
government and forced it to con-
sider only a single name — that
of Chandra, The ministry will

NOT SPOILT FOR CHOICE -

= The selection group of experts
forwarded a two-member panel
for the post of UGC chairman

= The two panelists are former
V-C of Hyderabad University
Seyed E Hasnain and director of
fIM Bangalore Pankaj Chandra.
= The search committee deliber-

find it difficult to send the other
name to the department of per-
sonnel for the process to be com-
pleted as there is a vigilance
inquiry pending against Hasnain
and he cannot be considered till
he is cleared.

ately or inadvertently presented a
fait accompli to the government
and has forced it to consider only -
a single name - that of Chandra
= This is because there is a vigi-
*lance inquiry pending against
Hasnain and he cannot be consid-
ered till he is cleared.

In other words, the panel has
given no room for the govern-
ment to consider anyone else
for the post. If this happens,
charges of manipulation are cer-
tainly going to be made espe-
cially because Chandra's name

was not among the 80 nomina-
tions received in response to the
public advertisement but was
added in the final stage appar-
ently by a panel member as “pr-
erogative”™ of the committee,
The other point being dis-
cussed is how the selection panel
could not find a third name
knowing that nominating a sin-
gle name could lead to serap-
ping of the panel as HRD min-
ister Kapil Sikal will be the first
one to see the adverse legal
implications of such a selection,
Second, the PM will also want
the process to be transparent.
Third, Chandra’s selection,
which is inevitable, will also
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mean that the UGG will be head-
ed by someone who is not from
the university system but from
the IIMs, which only awards
diplomas and not degrees.
The eommittee, which took
an year to decide, has finally
come out with a panel, making
the government's task difficult.
The search for the chairman
began in the light of the unpre-
dictable status of the proposed
higher education research bill
towards establishing the
National Commission on Higher
Education Research. The min-
istry's view could not be ascer-
tained as top officials were
unavailable for comment.
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Top scientist quits
over Antrix action

ROW DEEPENS Narasimha backs former
Isro chief Madhavan Nair, says he did no wrong

ﬂruruﬁhlnmslanrmﬂ.mm I am ﬁ?!]'l?ﬂd um

— i the humiliation heaped
/ BANGALORE: pro-

file scientist Roddam Narasimha, IHI nm" '.hn SIII_I'It

who led one of the two probes ﬂ]ﬂr mem“ﬂﬂ |IIES

into the controversial Antrix-
Devas satellite deal, has quit as
a member of the Space
Commission, choosing to side
with four top scientists banned
from government jobs despite
his conclusion that they com-
mitted no financial wrongdoing,

The Centre had last month
barred the scientists — inchud-
ing former Indian Space
Research Organisation (lsro)
chief G Madhavan Nair — from
future government roles based
on the findings of a second probe,
which were at variance with
MNarasimha's,

Narasimha's resignation from
India’s aerospace regulatory
panel is being viewed as an
embarrassment for the gov-
ernment and a loss for the state-
administered space programme.

He spent more than 25 years

working for a valued
national goal.

RODDAM NARASIMHA
Space scientist

at Isro, the country’s national
space agency, where he drove its
aeronautics programme.

“We found no evidenee of
wrongdoing or [raud or person-
al gain (in the Antrix deal). I'm
distressed over the humiliation
heaped on people who spent their
professional lives working for a
valued national goal,” Narasimha
said in Bangalore on Friday.

The 2005 contract between
Antrix, an [sro wing, and the
privately-held Devas Multimedia
to put satellites in orbit for
commercial use was revoked
for allegedly being inked in
violation of rules.
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In Nair’s support, top Space Commission scientist quits

PM Rejects Narasimha’s Resignation

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: Professor Roddam Narasimha, the first and longest-serving member of the Space Commission, announced his
resignation on Friday, saying the punishment of top scientists of the Indian Space Research Organization (Isro) over the
Devas spectrum deal had demoralized the country’s scientific community. Officials said the PM had received his
resignation but had rejected it.

Narasimha, who has been for over 20 years with the Space Commission — the oversight body for all space
programmes and deals — said he had decided to resign also because the action against former Isro chief Madhavan Nair
and three others ignored Isro’s achievements, especially when there was no wrong committed in spectrum allocation in
the Antrix-Devas deal, barring procedural lapses. The Isro scientists were barred from holding any government post.
N-effect? 3 NGOs lose licence

The Centre has cancelled the licences of three Tamil Nadu-based NGOs allegedly involved in protests against the
Kudankulam nuclear plant. The action follows an inquiry by the Union home ministry which found foreign funding of the
agitation, through NGOs, to stall work on the project. P 14
PROBE HEAD PROTESTS PUNISHMENT
Roddam Narasimha, 78, is the longest serving member of the Space Commission, with a stint of more than 20 years
Narasimha and former cabinet secy B K Chaturvedi, probed the S-band spectrum deal between Antrix & Devas
Narasimha said there was no short-charging of spectrum only procedural lapses, in the deal Space scientists differ with
govt on Antrix deal Bangalore:

Space Commission member Roddam Narasimha’s resignation indicates views of the scientific community on the Antrix-
Devas deal strongly differ with that of the government.

Former Isro chief G Madhavan Nair and three other scientists were barred from holding any government post for their
alleged role in the deal after a probe led by a former CVC found that bandwidth required for Devas was sold cheap by
Antrix. Nair said Narasimha’s departure would be a great loss. “There are very few people in the country who grasp
aerospace likehedoes.Hehasbeen in India’s aerospace development right from the beginning of Isro’s first launch vehicle
to heading National Aerospace Laboratories to working on the LCA and the regionaljet.”

MoS in thePMOVNarayanaswamy urged Narasimha to reconsider his decision. “We hold scientists of this country in
high esteem,” he said. Narasimha’s decision came after scientists led by CNRRao,chairman of thescientific advisory
council to the PM, criticized the penal action against Isro scientists as highly demoralizing, especially when the
achievements of Isro and Nair, the ‘Moon Man of India’, had been praised worldwide.

Narasimha, who was part of the PM’s panel which also probedthe agreement,said: “I have requested the PM to
permit meto relinquish my membership of the Space Commission.” He said there were two reasons for it. “First, |
considered the actions taken against certain Isro scientists in connection with the Antrix-Devas
agreementscoulddemoralize the Isro community, and adversely affect its ability to take the kind of technological
initiatives—not always without risk —that are the hallmarkof an innovativeorganization.” He said the second reason was
he didn’t want to be part of the commission when reforms needed to ensure such lapses didn’t occur again were made.
TNN
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e may boast of the
world’s third-largest
technological work-

force, but actually, for a coun-
try our size, our institutions
in the field of science and
technology are in a woeful
state. However, the process
of serious fixing of what is
wrong isnowhere evident.
Our civil engineers ceased
taking pride in building bri-
dges, flyovers or structures
longago. Few of our compete-
nt mechanical engineers like
working on shopfloors. Even
fewer of our chemical engi-
neers like to rough it out on,
say, refineries. Mining engi-
neers are few, and fewer of
themlike totoilinthe mines.
While one section of indus-
try tellsus that not more than
a quarter of engineering
graduates are employable,
another section of industry
pays so little to technologis-
ts that the latter, if they are
any good at all, prefer to work
in the software industry or
pursue an MBA, any MBA, so
that they can sell soap or fin-
qz.ncialproducts,wherethe in-
ustry paysthem muchmore.
When it comes to science,
the problem gets worse. The
problem isnotonly of quality,
but of quantity as well. Fora
country of one billion-plus,

Economic Times, ND 25/02/2012P-10

It’s Broke, Fix It

The standard of India's technological and scientific training is falling because of warped policies

institutions offering goodsci-
ence degrees are few and far
between. Those aspiring for
a career in science are even
fewer. A young academic
with an outstanding record
and a Ph.D in biotechnology
from esteemed universities
inEuropeand India, withsev-
eral international publica-
tions, including some award-
winning ones, could be paid
less by Reliance'Life Sciences
than what an average B.Com
with an MBA from one of the
second- or even third-rung
business schools may be paid
by, say, ICICI Bank. So why
would bright students aspire
for a career in technology or
sciences inIndia?

While there is nothing wro-
ng if competent engineers
take to software industry or
pursue other non-technical
vocations, it is disturbing
when even those engineers
and scientists who otherwise
may have preferred to work
in their own respective fields
move to financial and mar-
keting jobs because they nev-
er get paid adequately by the
industry at home for their
engineering and scientific
skills. Even DRDO has been
losing scientists to the soft-
ware and financial sectors.
There,is something disturb-
ing about an economy in whi-
ch shuffling wealth (finance)
is valued way above creating
wealth (manufacturing).

No wonder while the soft-
ware industry and B-schools
take away the best 25% of our
engineersand science gradu-
ates, by definition, the real
technical and scientific jobs
are probably left to be han-

e

dled by those of whom a ma-
jority are not perhaps the
best in their vocations.

For sure, our industry must
share alarge part of the resp-
onsibility for this imbalance
and the resultant state of our
technological and scientific
fields. When the fields are
themselves unremunerative,
institutions providing such
education cannot attract
quality teachers or quality
students. Little wonder that
India produces less than a
thousand Ph.Ds a year in en-
gineeringand technology.

The same bias is evident
when we compare, even with-
in the government sector, the
difference in fee levels be-
tween, say, IOTs and XMs.
While an IIM may be permit-
ted to charge an annual fee
upwards of 26 lakh (or even
220 lakh for a one-year pro-
gramme), an IT may not

GEETANJALI
charge more than 50,000
60,000, give-or take. While this
difference does not hurt I'Ts
since they are in any case
supported by government,

when the same principle is

applied to engineering col-
leges and business schools in
the private sector, the prob-
lembecomesacute. .
or instance, private bu-
F siness schools are allo-
wed to charge fees way
disproportionate to the quali-
ty of education they provide,
However, a private engineer-
ing college, that needs much
higher investments than a
business school, is not al-
lowed to charge a weighted
average annual fee beyond
48,000, which isnoteven ade-
quate to cover the salaries, if
salaries were tobe paid asper
regulatory norms,
Partof thisstateof affairsis
because a great majority of

engineering education is cor-
nered by politicians, who
make money on the real es-
tate that they often corner
from their respective govern-
ments atapittancefor ‘educa-
tional purposes’. As long as
the colleges operate, they
make money through capita-
tion fees, without providing
commensurate facilities.
And once their colleges fold
upforlack of admissions, the
land is ripe for other uses.

Since they are smart enou-
gh to know that any increase
in fees, given the pathetic
quality of education their in-
stitutions deliver, will only
come back to haunt them in
the form of public fury, they
prefer tolielowand donotac-
tively seek higher fees. They
also fear that any persistent
demand for a hike in fees
coulddisturbtheircosygame
of real estate and capitation
fees. And since this category
of colleges is in a majority,
they even manage to convi-
nce the government that the
prevailing level of fees is
more or less adequate.

This leaves the handful of
high-quality private engine-
ering colleges at the receiv-
ing end. Little wonder that
some good private institutio-
ns have favoured differently
graded or accredited institu-
tions being allowed to charge

. differential fees.

This understandably has
been apposed by the medio-
cre ones of the political cate-
gory. The reality is quality
technical education cannot
come at a price less than that
charged by private nursery
schools inour cities.
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The actions...against certain Isro scientists... could demoralize the Isro scientific community, and adversely affect...
technological initiatives — not always without risk — that are the hallmark of an innovative organization —NARASIMHA
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Sharmila Ganesan Ram &
Mansi Choksi | Tnn
~#- ot everything

that begins with

an'I'mustbea

sleek  white

gadget. Ask 15-
ar-old schoolboy Namith
Boppana who likes to call his
index finger an ‘iFinger’. He
protects it devoutly from the
grease of chappatis, the cream
of squishy pastries and the
salty residue of wafers. After
all, he belongs toa generation
of croaky voices and seedy
moustaches that feel the need
to wield such a finger: For the
sole purpose of using touch-

TFINGER (HOUN):

clean for the purpose of
managing touch-screen
devices

and now encompasses such
words as ATM (at the mo-
ment), crunk (crazy drunk),
frape (‘Facebook rape for ma-
ligning), e-dump (electronic
‘heart burn), DTR (define the
relationship), emo (emotion-
al) and overchicked (a boy
who dates a very pretty girl).
The crypiic ture of Teeng-
Tisheven inspireda book catled
“Pimp Up Your Vocab' to help
parents and teachers negoti-
ate themystic of thislanguage,
While Teenglish draws hea-
vily from American television
shows like How I Met Your
Mother (which immortalized
i ngman’) and
The Big Bang Theory (credit-

a guy dates a girl more
mactwe than him

WIRED (D, person who
has too much energy
BROMANCE (ADH: Affection
shared by two Stralgh! males

heartbreak

i : Fifty
GFF THE CHAIN ¢ADS)

OVERCHICKED (ADVER

screen devices. So these fin-
gers now have a name.

Finger isone of themany
neologisms being invented,
popumzcd and mashed every

‘ASKHOLE (NOUN): Someone who
asks too manysifly questions

h slang on shows ke

u,hmun callod Teenglish, T e
perpetrators of this language
could be hiding in school unt
forms, donning torn jeans or
cating at a mall near you.
Teenglish has evolved sub-
stantially from the days of
‘PAW (parents are watching)

o0

Someons

with more students pus

studies abroad, a wave of new
words ishitting Indian shores.
“I didn't know words like
‘crunk’ and ‘cheddar” till my
friend studying in the US
started using them. Sometimes.
we just use these as code to
keep our parents away.” she
contesses.

For Rhica Gupta, a 18-year-
old firstyear college stud
social networking sites are fer-
tilebreeding ground for Teeng:
Tish. “Someone will tweet a
new word and it will spread

Where do
- childrenlearn.
comupt
language?
~ Theyonly
-pick up what
theyh hear. So naturally. it
is parents, servants or
other adults who are to
blame. Fwould advise
adults to startlearning
_the language they wish.

the{r young ones o speak -

Gnlzzr 1 Lvmccs WRITER-DIRECTOR

Writers and
poets are
worried about
youngsters’

; ¥ language,
which seems to be purely
transactional and lacks
charm or romance. All
they are doing is finding
abbreviations, which
doesn't call for too much
creativity. | think soon their
exchanges will lead toa
hybrid language limited
fo SMSes, Twitter and
Facebook afone.

Prasoon Joshl | LYRICIST-WRITER

‘Computers
‘and SMS have

wholenew
dmtmnary of

‘meant Jots: of love! in my
time, My daughter
laughed when 1pronou:
nced‘lol’asoneword. - -
Poonam bhillon | scros -

We all behave
differently with
our buddies. It
is only when
childrenuse
cuss words at home, or
worse, when they internalize
this language in their
framework of thinking, that
it is time to worry

Dr Henal Shah | associare
PROFESSOR, PSYCHIATRY, NAIR HOSPITAL

carved out ¢ a

Mansi Choksi &
Sharmila Ganesan Ram | vy

fountainhead of popularat-

titudes, then the expletive
spewing five-year-old Chinky of

evision show Mann Ki At
Pratigya could be one indica-
fon of why Indian children fo-
vetocuss, In the show, the pigta-
i oolgic] goes around indi-
iminately disgorging thefin-
est Awadhi curses, sometimes
prompting castigation but most-
Iy inspiring donng affection

Off

E“ Indian television is the

g;ou*

tto kids’

"
adl

when astudentshowed her the
finger when asked to spell a
word. For another teacher who
works in the area of brain de-
velopment of children across
the ages of four and nine, the
innocentgame of word asse
ation has forever turned maca-
‘bre: One child linked the letter
Bwith acrass Hindi term sug-
gesting incestuous sexual ties.
sually they don't know
the meaning of the cuss word
anddon'teven want tofigure it
out,” says child psychologist
Seema Hingorrany, who is used
toasteady stream of such cas-
could come Fom parents

trnm undersized

ing in school uniforme
sucking on lollipops are in
creasingly throwing off par-
ents. For children who idolize
thelikes of Chinky and the ob-
noxious Japanese cartoon

goes toa Santa Cruz 1B school,
used a erude Hindi slang for
male genitalia while referring
to his tuition teacher. A first-
standard teacher at a soutk
Munmbai school found e

cveral shades of

ords in front of
theirkids, 'm(\m()du likeold
erkids, domestic help, TV car-
toon series or even movies.
These have prompted certain
kids fo freely say saala and

vicodicar

lﬂw

éﬁﬁﬁ
ﬁﬁ?@@“@

indulged in shocking their par:
ents with the occasional un-
mentionable, the
now is that the child
cabulary ismore expansive a
aggressive.

Ironically, the new gener-
ation of Indian pa ho

inc view paren
ingas a professional exerq
is fiounder: mg over how to
cope with the offensive.
A former softwam profe:
sional and now full-time
mother Sangita Nalawade
s tried several

o

Punishing, excommunicat-
ingand notreacting to the cuss
rd, she had found her own

essively will only

d by their

FacLbook wall posts,” she says.
Recently, Hingorrany came
across an 11 year-old boy who
useda cuss word infront of his
teacher. When probed, the boy
confessed that he could not
“control himself” and that he
had picked it up from the driv-
erwhocould be found spouting
the inveetives when negotiat
ing heavy traffi
While ch

‘en have always

behaviotr and talk
will make them curtous. Tthink
the best way is {0 be stoic and
ako it clear that bad languiage

Vile barle homemker Sari-
ta Khaura demands that her
nine-year-old son “wash his
mouth with soap” every time
he utters a cuss word. “If not

v espect, he will stop
cursing for fear of the ordeal,”
she says,

Evenas sé’v'e:ral'éity'teens: have been 'c'bn’stahtlyf ipdating a secret dialect,
_in sharp contrast, they are openly peppenng this cloaked ‘Teenghsh’ with
wvear words. Ewdently parents are m the dark and graspmg for clues

Is the II'T'B
‘slanguage’
mainstream?

Sarika Ravindran | TN

{ Y ome of them write
&j complex computer co-

de, others del o
the lesser-known, near-

rectusive world of algo-
rithms and variable calea-
lus. But other than the ma-
ny contributions students

icengineering is the quirky
1IT lingo or ‘slanguage’ —
or so the current batch of
students claims. It has suc-
ceeded in weaving its thr-
ead into Mumbal’s conver-
sation, the students insist.
They put forth the list.
Consider 'funda

1 traffic fu

For IIT-Bians from several

decades ago, fundamental
Yl!(\ « llm'lF‘l some

which p“obably evolved
from a ‘general store’ — a
place where you g
dom’ and ‘not-so-random’
hin
deseril
when you're leastexpecting
it to; but then ‘random’ can
be quite ‘general’ too.
Also,

goneral Mumbaikars (aso
posed to the IIT-Bians) are
not privy to. Like referring
toan MTech as ‘matka’. For
vsIITian, there is also
there are ‘daya
vho need to catch
up, as are there ‘daya profs’,
bereft of teaching abili
‘The Powai campus
acorridar so long, it's see-
mingly infinite. A student
of civil engineering says,
“What we have is an mry
corridor”.” Pushing the co
ncept a notch above is ‘infy
may’ for whatever is over

the top, too difficult to hand-
leand scemingly unending.
HTians also have in the-
irmidst ‘nabads’ aka those
students who have experie-
need anervous breakdown.
That, definitely is a ‘daya’
situation, one might add.
Also consider the ¢
cept of “topo Karo' or topo
o', which might em-
crge as the student Invent
ion of the sixties to beat all
others, says a student. The
term ‘glass topo’ was IIT:
speak confined to the lone-
1y, farflung Powai campus
hose years. The under-
lying funda: An invented
wheel needs o re-invent-
ing. 5010 topo manrg'ade-

E: heet or flowcha:

needed two chair frames, a
square picoe of glass that it
between the two, a lamp lit
at the bottom of the chair.
one finished product on top
and theunfinished product
placed above it. An easy
trace-over followed for anew
wheel to be generated. The
idea may or may not have
been original, but glass to-
o’ the name, sure was. To-

po maar’ was a quick£ix do-
ne the night before submis-
sion. But make no mistake,
fundas were duly mastered,
only later: For there's no cs-
caping fundas at an IIT

No matter how ‘maxed”
out you ar

MUMBAI FOR KIDS Encourage children to be independent’

Children are constantly drumming up
new code words to keep their thoughts
and actions from ‘prying’ parents.
Elders, on their part, are even more
worried about the bad words that their

‘atien’

communication gulf be filled?
QL. Sheuld parents iry and decode the

used by ?

)‘w mummmm of providing children the
ind

501
Mﬁlr Sor kids. Hare am SOIIE FOSPONSDS

Q2. should parents control the use

individual

comes through teaching
andimproving ideas. It is essential for parents to

= Robert Castellino

fuxury’ to answer the question.

By providing a room of their own, individual
space is created for children after a certain age.
This does facilitate individual development,

which is absolutely necessary for their all-round
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will fweet a
spend quality time with them and encourage

likeavirusamongmy friends.

ﬁ{}aﬁf ord It's entertaining to keep up v h Py ti

&gmg i g #Wg with them,” she says. kids spout. How can this verbal of bad words? them to be mdepende;!t in their daily iving and

But s Suchi- not give them a separate room. In

3 i ta Shetty, who have spent the Type SO <space> Q1/02 <space> YES today's micro nuclear families, what s the need

spread like a] sy vhovo st e Tire SO <puce> QUQ2 <sce>¥ES JOINTHEDISCUSSION R REeiers  NamitaSvrai
VIS BINOAG | xyingodecode thei offspri SViS 1o 5883 You can also share your views in the Mumbal O g and chawls account for 63% and 20% of

¥ ‘f g‘g ' the ‘Specials’ sections of timesofindia.

my friends

development. Yes, parents must cap the amount
they spend on catering to their kids’ wishes as
overall financial strategy is more important. ~
Vijay Mullaji

Flow can poor families possibily allocate separate
rooms for kids? A parent should spend money on
education as per the income and the child's merit.
No use throwing hard-earned money if the child
does not deserve it. ~ Mahavir Tewari

ng. have started incorporating oe Sp . the popuiation, respectively. Of the remaining
Teenglish words indiatimes.com. Or log on to ‘The Times Of india’ 20%, the majority live in one room/bedroom
cate with their children. page on Facebook fiats. Less than 2% of the citizens have the

om with

“hin

' in the Subjcct fine




